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Improvements on the I‐80/SR 65 Interchange Oﬀers
Placer Community Many Benefits
Need more
informa on?

The I‐80/SR 65
interchange is an
important regional
connector that serves
the burgeoning
commercial and oﬃce
spaces along the
Highway 65 corridor and
travelers along
Interstate 80.

I‐80/SR 65 Project
Website

"Interstate 80 and State
Route 65 are the two major transporta on corridors for residents in the
Placer region. In addi on to their daily commute, people travel through
these corridors for shopping, school, and other ac vi es. As more trips
are made the interchange becomes a pinch point causing traﬃc to back
up on both I‐80 and SR 65," said Celia McAdam, Execu ve Director for
Placer County Transporta on Planning Agency (PCTPA).
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For the past three years PCTPA and the CH2M Hill team, in conjunc on
with the project partners, input from stakeholders and three public
workshops, have designed and analyzed several poten al solu ons.
Since the last project update to the PCTPA Board in January 2013 the
project team has completed more detailed traﬃc analysis and has held
focused traﬃc and design mee ngs with Caltrans, FHWA, and local
agencies. The result of this extensive outreach and consulta on is five
proposed alterna ves.
Two alterna ves (Transporta on System
Management and No‐Build) remain the same. The three build
alterna ves (Taylor Road Full Access Interchange, Collector‐Distributor
System Ramps, and Taylor Road Interchange Eliminated) were refined to
improve the spacing between interchanges and be er address vehicle
weaving on I‐80 between Eureka Road interchange and the I‐80/SR 65
interchange.
Read Complete Ar cle...
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Click here to view the project alterna ves update presented to the
PCTPA Board in December 2013

What is Traﬃc Weaving?
Traﬃc weaving is the
merging of conflic ng
traﬃc movements in a
limited space. It
typically occurs when
travelers are a emp ng
to enter a freeway while
other travelers are trying
to exit the freeway
between short
distances. An example
of an exis ng traﬃc
weave for this project is on eastbound I‐80 between Eureka Road and
SR 65. Traﬃc trying to get on eastbound I‐80 from Eureka Road conflicts
with traﬃc trying to exit I‐80 at SR 65. This conflict impacts traﬃc
opera ons and safety during busy commute hours. There are two
poten al solu ons to improve exis ng weaving problems. One solu on
is to lengthen the distance cars have to merge together which provides
drivers more decision me and room to nego ate with other traﬃc. The
second solu on is to eliminate the weave all together by separa ng the
conflic ng traﬃc movements.

For more informa on
Next Steps:
Con nue Environmental Studies
Prepare Dra Environmental Document
Community Workshop ‐ Fall 2015
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Improvements on the I-80/SR 65 Interchange Offers Placer Community
Many Benefits
Congestion creates unsafe conditions for motorists,
impacts the air quality and makes it difficult for people to
get to their jobs, homes and other destinations along the
corridor.
Improving the traffic flow through the I-80/SR 65
interchange will provide much needed congestion
relief for travelers and increased opportunities for
economic development along Highway 65 is PCTPA’s
goal. In collaboration with the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans), Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), the cities of Lincoln, Rocklin, and Roseville,
and the County of Placer, PCTPA is evaluating ways to
improve traffic congestion at the interchange.

“This is a complex project, so there are many issues and
considerations when developing an effective solution,”
said Luke McNeel-Caird, project manager for PCTPA.
“The team’s considerations have to balance the project’s objectives to reduce congestion, improve operations and safety in
the area, and maintain access to local streets and businesses.”

In addition to the Miners and Secret Ravines, the railroad tracks and Antelope Creek, the project area also has several
neighboring commercial and residential developments. As the project team came up with ideas to improve traffic flow in
one area, it was critical not to deteriorate the conditions in another area or on local streets.

Refined Project Alternatives
Alternative 1 - Taylor Road Full Access Interchange
The previous alternatives 1 and 2 were combined to maximize the weaving distance along I-80 while still providing a full
access Taylor Road Interchange. Freeway entrances and exits were modified to increase the weaving distance between
interchanges.

Alternative 2 - Collector-Distributor System Ramps
Alternative 2 now proposes a Collector-Distributor (C-D) road in the eastbound direction parallel to Interstate 80. A concrete
barrier would separate the C-D road from I-80 to reduce vehicle weaving between Eureka Road and SR 65. The existing Taylor
Road ramps would be modified but remain in the same location.

Alternative 3 – Taylor Road Interchange Eliminated
Alternative 3, originally requested by Caltrans and FHWA, was modified to have a similar configuration as Alternative 2 but would
eliminate the existing Taylor Road Interchange ramps. Weaving conditions would be improved and access to Taylor Road would
be achieved through the adjacent local interchanges including Eureka Road/Atlantic Street, Rocklin Road, and Galleria Boulevard/
Stanford Ranch Road.

The project team is conferring with stakeholders within the area, particularly property and business owners on the refined
alternatives. Once this is complete, the project team will be able to further refine the alternatives.
The total project cost, estimated around $300 million, requires that it be built in phases. Depending on funding availability,
the improvements may take 20 years or more to complete. “We know that an efficient transportation network is critical to the
region‘s economy, its opportunity for job growth and quality of life, and this interchange is key to that network,” said McAdam.
“Our challenge is to find a way to fund it. So even as we work on these design alternatives, we’re working equally hard on trying
to find the money to construct the I-80/SR 65 interchange improvements, including ways to create some traffic relief in the
meantime.”

